NEIGHBORHOOD
FAST FACTS
Neighborhoods are smaller communities within a city. In Biddeford, we have a wide
variety of neighborhoods because of the city's varied landscape. You might live in the
downtown, in a suburban neighborhood, in a rural area, near the ocean, or somewhere in
between. Typically, your neighborhood is a roughly 10- or 15-minute walk radius around
your house, but in more rural areas, this might look different.

Wards
A ward is a larger-scale breakdown of
the city, divided into 7 sections that are
equal in population. You can get a
sense of the type of neighborhood you
might be in based on your ward.
Neighborhoods will be much smaller
than these wards, but wards are
bonded by a common City Councilor
and geographic location within the city.

Biddeford Ward Map

Power of 10
There is a concept called the Power of 10, developed by the Project for Public Spaces. This
means that a place will thrive when there are a range of reasons to be there, some of which are
unique to just that area:

Places to Sit

Playgrounds
to Enjoy

Food to Eat

Art to
Touch

Music to Hear

History to
Experience

People
to Meet

Biddeford Citizens Advisory Committee
This city committee focuses on housing and economic development, but has a goal to broaden
its reach into strengthening neighborhoods. Want to get involved? Contact Abigail for details:
abigail.smallwood@biddefordmaine.org.
To learn more and participate in the Comprehensive Planning Process, visit biddefordmaine.org/compplan

Walkability
Walkability is typically a factor in a neighborhood’s sense of place - it is a measure of how
“walk-friendly” an area is. People in walkable places:

Weigh 6 - 10
pounds less

Tend to be
happier

Are more civically
engaged

Walkable cities as a whole:
Tend to be
more creative

Have higher
home values

Have fewer
foreclosures

Have lower
crime

These factors make a neighborhood (and a city more broadly) walkable:
A center (like a main street or public space)
Mixed income and mixed use
Parks and public space
Schools and workplaces close enough to walk
or bike

Pedestrian design (so you feel safe walking
around)
Complete streets (designed for all users:
pedestrians, bicyclists, people using wheelchairs
or strollers, and transit in addition to vehicles)

If your neighborhood is more rural, you might have fewer of these – that's okay! This is the benefit of
having a varied landscape – residents can find the space that’s most comfortable to them. Some
people want the hustle and bustle of downtown, while others want a slower pace in more rural areas.
Ideally, every resident will feel a sense of community in their neighborhood.

Neighborhood Groups and Events
There are a few neighborhood
groups in Biddeford:
Biddeford Pool Improvement
Association
Fortunes Rocks Association
Granite Point Association
Bacon Street Neighborhood

A good example of a
neighborhood event is the
Family Fun Festival, formerly
known as the Bacon Street
Festival, which originated with
those who live in that
neighborhood.

Downtown: Everyone's Neighborhood
The downtown is a unique neighborhood – it is home to many
Biddeford residents, but it is also the heart of the city. Downtowns
are typically the most walkable neighborhood and have the most
activity in addition to the residential use. Other areas you might
visit frequently tend to have businesses only, rather than the
unique mix of business and residential found in the downtown. In
this way, downtown exists as a “neighborhood for everyone.”

